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Mid-America Woodcarvers Association, Inc. 

APRIL 2              -     TBA 
APRIL16             -     RICH WAGNER - INCISED AND RELIEF CHIP CARVING DEMO 
MAY 7                -     GARY KLINGER - AIRBRUSH DEMO 
MAY 21              -     DENNY JACKSON - DRAGON FLY PIN 
 
                             Every meeting/workshop - Beginner Class with Gary Klinger. 
 
     

OFFICERS 

President - Rohn Collins 
                  rohncollins@cox.net 
1st VP - Mary Ann Klinger 
2nd VP - PJ Driscoll 
General Secretary -  
                  Sherry LaTendresse 
Recording Secretary -  
                  Virginia Stewart 
Treasurer - Len Stenneche 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 

                 Jim Schober 
                 Mike Hawkins 
                 Marty Dolphens 
                 George Bledsoe 
                 Cathy Cuka 
                  
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Doane Experience Chairpersons 
               Rohn Collins 
               Mary Ann Klinger 
               Sherry LaTendresse 
               stendresse@cox.net 
Membership - Len Stenneche 
Newsletter - Sherry LaTendresse 
Saturday Workshops - Dave  
               Kistler 
Book Library-Sherry LaTendresse 
                     Barb Steiner 
Video Library -  
Advertising - Rohn Collins 
Website - Rohn Collins 
Hospitality - Sandy Foral 
History - Sandy Foral 
              Virginia Stewart 
Tool Manager - Cathy Cuka 
Coffee/Donuts - Dave Kistler 
                           

 

MEETINGS/WORKSHOPS                            
First & Third Saturdays                       
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM                              
Augustana Lutheran Church              
38th and Lafayette Streets               
(Enter from parking lot on east 
side of church) Handicap 
Accessible                      

PO  Box  521                                     
Gretna, NE  68028-0521 

WEBSITE:                                                 
midamericawoodcarvers.com                                

Newsletter 
APRIL 2011 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTMESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTMESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTMESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT::::     

EDITOR:    

 Sherry LaTendresse  

    Happy Easter to you and your 
families.  Spring has arrived and 
brought nature back to life. Every-
thing on Omaha is slowly turning 
from the dried browns of winter to 
beautiful shades of greens.  My 
roses are waking up, and every 
time I look at them I am reminded 
of the class I took with Charley 
Phillips at Doane several  years 
ago. That class thought me how to 
really look at nature in order to cap-
ture it in wood.  

I have been fortunate in wood carv-
ing to have learned from some of 
the best in the in the business. My 
first year I took a class with Bob 
Lawrence.  The second year I took 
a class with Pat and Randy Moore. 
I then went on to take a course with 
Chris Howard, Carol Jean Boyd, 
and then Jim McKenny.  Each time 
I was reminded to look to nature to 
find the realism.  I guess now is the 
time to say Thank you to all those 
instructors.  Everything I learned in 
those classes I continue to use 
every time I carve.  I think the most 
important thing I learned was from 
Larry Yudis.  He taught me that 
every tool box should not be with-
out  “debonder”.  

I also learned things from friends 
and fellow club members. Our 

members are the greatest at shar-
ing tips, ideas and compliments.  I 
want to say thank you to all of you 
as well.  

I guess what I am saying is that I 
believe in taking classes, or attend-
ing demonstrations. They are in-
valuable in everything you carve.  
That is why the Doane Experience 
is still the best value around. Not 
only can take a class with one of 
the areas greatest instructors, you 
can take impromptu courses in the 
evenings. You can even share a 
new carving idea over an ice cream 
cone with a new friend.  I would like 
to encourage you, if you have not 
already signed up, to do so quickly.  
I promise you will learn a new tech-
nique, you’ll meet new people, and 
you will have a great time.   There 
are still spaces available in several 
course and we would love to see 
you there.  

Until then, I want to wish you many 
days of happy carving. 

 

      Rohn  



If you know of anyone who passed away, 
had an operation or is ill.   
Contact: Sandy Foral - 3510 N 58th Street 
Omaha, NE  68104.  Phone: (402) 553-3440. 

    Pray for all our armed forces 
in the world, especially in the 
Middle East and our club 
members who are ill. 

Opportunities Meeting Minutes Hospitality 

WOODCARVING WEBSITES 
www.carvingcompanion.com 
www.woodburning.com 
www.chippingaway.com 
www.chrispye-woodcarving.com 
www.carvingpatterns.com 
www.woodcarvingbyWandaMarsh 
www.LindenTreeLesRamsey 
www.MikeDavis WelshLovespoons 
www.bwa-woodcarving.fsnet.co.uk 
www.woodcarvers.org 
www.cca:carvers.org 
www.quilcedacarvers.com 
www.ellenwoodarts.com 
www.chipchats.org 
www.teriembreysanyacarvings.com 
www.wilkersonwoodarving.com 
www.hofcraft.com 
www.WoodbeeCarver 
www.LittleShavers.com 
www.ukrainiangift.com 
www.roughouts.com 
www.woodthings.net 
www.FoxChapelPublishing.com 
www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com 
www.capeforge.com 
www.chainsawcarvingschool.com 
www.heavenwoodenbabies.com 
www.mountainwoodcarvers.com 
www.chipcarving.com 
www.referencephotos.com 
www.slimswoodshed.com 
www.windsorwoodingmuseum.ca 
www.loesshillssawmill.com 
www.woodcarverswarehouse.com 
www.cryone.us 
www.stubaidirect.com 
www.thewoodcraftshop.com 
www.picturetrail.com/kmorrill 
www.awcitd.org 
www.janscarvingstudio.com 
www.picturetrail.com/butcher 
www.edwalicki.com 
www.woodchip.shop.com 
www.eowca.com 
www.gnbsearswoodcarving.com 
www.woodcarvingsbyklingers.com 
www.stetsoncarving.com 
www.marekwoodcarvers.com 
www.txwoodcarver.com 

27th Annual Woodcarving 
Rendezvous Seminar 

June 5 - 10 
Branson, MO 

Compton Ridge Campground  
Convention Center 

Contact: Ed (913) 397-6992 
 

9th Annual 
ARTISTRY IN WOOD 

Show and Sale 
sponsored by North Platte 

Woodcarvers 
June 11 & 12, 2011 

Quality Inn, North Plattes, NE 
For more information contact:: 

Paul Jeske - 308 532-2599 
Ron Meyer - 308 534-5136 

Roy Pressler - 308 532-7207 
Tom Gilbert - 308 534-5607   

 
 Kaw Valley Woodcarvers 

Association’s 
Baker University Seminars 

Baldwin City, Kansas 
June 9-12, 2011 

For more information contact: 
Carlan Honaker - 785 246-3516  

 
Wahpeton Carving Weekend 

North Dakota State College of 
Science 

Wahpeton, North Dakota 
June 24 - 26, 2011 

For more information contact: 
Bob Lawrence—701 280-1038 

E-mail: rrclawre@aol.com 

    Minutes for the month of February. 

    Meeting called to order by President, 
Rohn Collins. 
    Members absent, Marty Dolphens 
and Jim Schober.  Visitor--Rich 
Mahacek. 
Minutes of  the last meeting were read. 
    Currently 203 members are signed 
up for Doane 2011. 
    MAWA lists 6 new members this 
month.   
Old business--Point system.  P. J. 
Driscoll  presented the point system 
findings.  After much discussion  on 
more ideas on obtaining points and 
prizes,  the issue was tabled until next 
month. 
Committee on committees--Mike 
Hawkins presented the final draft.  
Discussion followed.  George Bledsoe  
made a motion that the report be 
adopted as written.  Len Stenneche 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed   
9 - 0.   
    Rich Mahacek reminded the Board 
that the By-laws need to be up dated.  A 
By-law review committee was 
appointed--Rohn Collins, Cathy Cuka, 
Mike Hawkins, Ron Clarke, and Virginia 
Stewart. 
Web site--  Fall Show dates to be added 
to web site ASAP.  Rohn Collins gave 
an up date of  web site.  George 
Bledsoe volunteered to assist with the 
web site. 
Motion for adjournment by Mike 
Hawkins,  seconded by P. J. Driscoll.    
Meeting adjourned. 
             Submitted by Virginia Stewart,       
 Recording  Secretary 
 
General Meeting--February 19,  2011 
Forty-five members signed in.  Leslie 
Anderson won the door prize. 
It was announced that Jim Schober is 
home now after being hospitalize with 
pneumonia. 
    Dave Kistler announced that the first 
Saturday class in May would be a 
demonstration of  “ How to air brush”  by 
Gary Klinger.  On May 21, Denny 
Jackson’s  class will be carving a 
dragon fly pin. 
    Show and Tell--Al Menghini--chip 
carved tray.  Corey Hallagan--bark Santa 
and bottle stoppers.  Judy Nygard--
Santa. Joseph Schock--Relief carving.  
P. J. Driscoll--Caricature. Don Elsasser-
-Bark carving.  Roy Cassel--bark 
carving,  Maria Mulherin--Mini bark 
house on knife handle. 

 

    No club members were reported ill 
or passing in April. 

 

General Meeting--March 5, 2011 
    Presiding, President, Rohn Collins 
Fifty-four carvers signed in--Mary 
Adams won the door prize. 
   No new members and no visitors. 
   Dave Kistler reviewed the schedule of 
workshop classes. 
    Show and Tell--Mike Hawley--Horse 
he carved by dividing the body in half to 
make carving legs easier.  Cane and 
dachshund on a skateboard by Doug 
Degner. Rich Wagner  showed his tray 
and boxes. John Haminger 
demonstrated how to straighten a 
crocked branch for carving a cane. 

NEED CARVER VOLUNTEERS TO SET AT THE 
CLUB’S TABLEWITH THEIR CARVINGS. 

The Omaha Quilters Guild Presents 
QUILT SAFARI 

June 24 - 9AM to 8 PM 
June 25 - 9 AM to 4 PM 

LaVista Conference Center 
12520 Westport Parkway 

LaVista, NE 



If you have any changes in your address, phone number or e-mail address contact:    

LEN STENNECHE - 333 Paradise Drive - Gretna, NE  68028-7890 -  (402) 332-3118 - ldstenneche@cox.net 

MID-AMERICA WOODCARVERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

PO BOX 521 

GRETNA, NE  68028-0521 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NAME 
 
ADDRESS                                                                                                       
 
CITY                                                                   STATE                                                            ZIP CODE 
 
PHONE # (          )                                                 E-MAIL 
 

      (Check appropriate boxes)     

                       Membership—$20.00 per Family - Newsletter send by 3rd class mail (except) February - 1st class mail 

                       Membership Card - send SASE (Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope) 
  

Detach and send applications, dues and SASE to Len Stenneche, PO Box 521, Gretna, NE  68028-0521 

(Make checks payable to Mid-America Woodcarvers Association, Inc. or MAWA) 

NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL 
Anyone interested in receiving their newsletter by e-mail, fill out the 
form and notify: 
Sherry LaTendresse - 3352 Madison Street  
Omaha, NE  68107-3912    E-mail: stendresse@cox.net 
or from our web site www.midamericawoodcarvers.com 
 
 

 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
City:                                 State:                  Zip Code 
 

E-mail: 

The newsletter is sent in a pdf file format. You will need Adobe Reader to open.  Adobe Reader is 
available through the Internet.  At www.AdobeAcrobatReader.com,  Adobe is FREE.  

New Members - march 2010 

Dorcas “Dee” Wolfe 
19 S E Broad Street 
Des Moines, IA  50315-2307 
515-244-4428 
d.wolfe@q.com 
 
Michael M. Klemmenson 
14512 Elbo Bend Road 
Bellevue, NE  68005-5780 
402-298-7425 
 
Larry Klanderud 
1804 Madison Street 
Bellevue, NE  68005-3357 
402-291-4913 
walleyelarry@cox.net 
 
Vincent Carrado 
16022 Lindenwood Circle 
Bennington, NE  68007-7443 
402-359-1333 
 
 

Betty Ann Harmon 
622 McLean Street 
Falls City, NE  68355-3331 
402-245-5809 
hhbermar19@yahoo.com 
 
Marva Honea 
622 McLean Street 
Falls City, NE 68355-3331 
402-245-5809 
hhbemar19@yahoo.com 
 
Larry L. Christie 
809 N Parkwood 
Wichita, KS  67208-3639 
316-682-4086 
lchristie@cox.net 
 
Arthur M. Hays 
2664 Augusta Drive N 
Clearwater, FL  33761-2748 
727 781-2664 
shoofly@tamppabay.rr.com 

Lee W. Olson 
5289 O’Connell Drive 
Mounds View, MN  55112-4948 
612 750-4041 
lee.wdcarver@att.net 
 
Barb Verschoor 
2712 Cottage Avenue 
Sioux City, IA  51103-1645 
712 255-7088 
verschoorbarbara@yahoo.com 
 
Hope Benton 
2712 Cottage Avenue 
Sioux City, IA  51103-1645 
712 255-7088 
hcbhoper@gmail.com   
 
Charles O. Bills 
9201 S 66th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68516-9452 
402-423-4969 
cb-40242@windstream.net 

PHONE # CHANGE 
Frank/Mary Jo Wolfe 
308 340-1419 
 
Vicki Shroyer 
s.shroyer@frontier.com 
 
John Witkowski 
402-518-0650 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





    Article taken from WOODCARVING 
ILLUSTRATED-Hand Carved Holiday 
Gifts 39 Projects Issue. 



SHOW & TELL - March Meetings- 2011 

Carved by Mike Hawley Carved by Mike Hawley Carved by Don Elsasser          Carved by Don Elsasser 

Carved by Doug Degner 

Bark carved knife han-
dle carved by Marie 

Mulherin 

Tray carved by Rich Wagner 

Boxes carved by Rich Wagner 



SHOW ETIQUETTESHOW ETIQUETTESHOW ETIQUETTESHOW ETIQUETTE    
By Denny Jackson 

 

    I don’t know if you guys can relate to this, or not.  I’m guessing you can.  Your wife 
wants to talk, and it’s your job to listen.  It’s kinda like, if a man is alone in a forest, and 
he says something, is he still wrong? 

    Okay, here’s how it went down.  We were driving to a carving show, and Breta said 
that she had done some research on booth etiquette, and that we needed to practice 
it.  Now, my first thought was, ‘Etiquette? Oh no!  This is going to be boring.’  Every 
once in a while, a guy without a single bad habit, gets caught.  I had been snared. 

I quickly tried to change the subject.  “Did you hear about the girl that parted her hair 
sideways?  Her dates went crazy whispering in her nose.”  I got the look, and a head 
shake.  Woe is me.  

    She followed up with “We’ve made some mistakes, and mistakes are lessons on 
their way to being learned.”   

    Holy Cow!  I had married a philosopher.  Not to be out done, I gave her a little 
philosophy back. “I know, you can only learn from your mistakes.  That’s why I never 
do anything right.”  For some reason, I got another look and head shake.  “Aw come 
on.”  I said, “A real mistake is joining an all girl band as an accordion player.”   I swear, 
I was going nowhere with this approach.  I was doomed to hear it all. 

    “Okay,” she said.  “First of all, our set up needs to be eye catching.”  This was a no 
brainer.  Our tables were well planned.  Breta is so neat that she irons spaghetti.  
“When people are present, we need to be standing up with smiles on our faces, and 
be friendly.  We need to talk to them, so they feel comfortable looking at our carvings.”   

“You mean, don’t be a snapdragon?”  I asked with a grin.   

“A snapdragon?” she asked. 

“Yea, a guy that’s got no snap and everything is draggin’.” Heh!  Heh!  I must own the 
record for the look. 

    “We shouldn’t eat at our table either,” she said.  Now, this would be tough.  I had 
quit a job as a food taster because they didn’t give me enough time for lunch.  “One of 
us should watch the table while the other goes on break,” she continued. 

   “Don’t cross your arms either, because it is a defensive stance, and also learn to 
mirror people.” She went on. 

“What do you mean, mirror people?” I asked her. 

“You learn to stand like them, talk like them, and take on their mannerisms, all without 
being noticeable.  They’ll think you are just like them, and they’ll feel 
comfortable around you.” 

“So you do what they do, and they’ll like you for it?”  I asked. 

She replied, “Yes,” with a smile, like I had finally had a revelation. 

“I think I get it!” I exclaimed, as I gave her the look and shook my head. 

    The bruises on my arm should be gone by the next club meeting. 
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THE WOODCRAFT SHOP 
That’s all you really need to know for all your 

woodcarving supply needs! 
Call or write for a FREE catalogs 

2724 State Street 
Bettendorf, Iowa  52722 

800-397-2278 
www.thewoodcraftshop.com 

 

Krantz Wood Sales 
CARVING & SPECIALTY WOOD 

Basswood - Butternut - Walnut 
Cherry - Walking Sticks - Laminated Panels 

Ovals & Rounds - Bark on Boards 
John Krantz 

16748 Stanford Street 
Forest Lake, MN  55025 

Phone: 651 464-5632 evenings 
E-mail: jkrantz@usfamily.net 

 

Loess Hills Sawmill 
George Bledsoe 

Custom Saw Milling   Lumber Sales   
Custom Furniture 

Basswood, Butternut, Walnut, Cherry,  
Red Oak, White Oak 

Free Estimates  -  Reasonable Rates 
Phone: (712) 527-9686 

loesshillssawmill@hotmail.com 
www.loesshillssawmill.com 

 
 
 

 
 

G & B Sears Woodcarving 
6765 South State Hwy 43 

Southwest City, MO  64863 
417-762-3643 

Rough outs         Seminars 
gnbsears@netins.net 

www.gnbsearswoodcarving.com 
 

MOORE ROUGHOUTS 
Serving the Professional, the Amateur and 

Everyone in Between 
Randy and Pat Moore 

PO Box 193 
Kindred, ND  58051-9557 
Orders:  1-800-8BLANKS 

www.roughouts.com 
 

WOODCARVINGS By Klingers 
Specializing in Fish Carvings 

Sales and Instruction 
Gary and Mary Ann Klinger 

(402) 453-2393 
woodcarvingsbylklingers.com 

 

Cryo Nebraska Inc 
Cryogenic Processing Company 

Douglas Almond 
1414 Military Ave   Omaha, NE  68131 

Phone: 401 554-0300 
www.cryone.us 

 
 
 

 
 

THE WOODCHIP SHOP 
Urbandale, Iowa 

Phone: (515) 283-2171 
Toll Free: 1-866-996-6324 

E-mail: woodchipshop@mchsi.com 
www.woodchipshop.com 

Carries Drake Tools, Stubai, Carving Kits, 
Rough-outs, Books, and much more. 

Check the web for classes and seminars.  

 
MIDWEST WOODWORKERS 

14605 Wright Street 
Omaha, NE  68144-5481 

(one block south of 146th West Center) 
For questions call Gerry Phelan 

(402) 330-5444 
www.midwestwoodworkers.com 

10% discount on most carving tools  
just show MAWA membership card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


