
Meetings and Open Carving - First and Third Saturdays 9:00 AM -  1:00 PM  

Augustana Lutheran Church 38th and Lafayette St 

Mid-America Woodcarvers Association 

NEWSLETTER 
January  2015 

From the President: 

It’s hard to believe that 2014 has come and gone, and it hardly feels as if a year has passed since I put to-
gether the last Doane registration packet/newsletter.  
 
I must admit it, is a privilege to be one of the first to see this year’s projects. We have some new instructors, 
and many returning instructors, there is definitely something for everyone available. I would like to remind 
everyone that you will be mailed the February newsletter, even if you usually receive it by e-mail. We do this 
annually so that everyone receives a printed version of the registration. Keep in mind that many Doane clas-
ses fill quickly, so the sooner you send in your registration, the more likely you are to get your first choice of 
classes. Please be sure to read through class descriptions carefully so you choose the class you really want.  
 
I would like to remind everyone again that we have a new mailing address: 
 

Mid-America Woodcarvers Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 540314, Omaha, NE 68114 

 
To prevent delays in processing new memberships, membership renewals and Doane registrations, please 
make sure all correspondence is sent to this new address to prevent any delays in processing. 
 
If you have suggestions for the club, the website or for the newsletter, please email them to us. Send emails 
to midamericawoodcarvers@midamericawoodcarvers.com. 
 
As I recover from the flu, I appreciate my health more than ever, so my wish for everyone for the New Year 
is good health. I look forward to seeing you all at club, weather permitting, and at Doane this summer. 
 
Maria 

Club Officers   -  Maria  Mulherin - President             Rich Wagner - 1st VP PJ Driscoll - 2nd VP 

Sherry LaTendresse - Honorary General Secretary       Judy Nygard - Recording Secretary     Ken Kult - Treasurer  

Board Members:   Denny Rourke, Larry Putnam, Mike Hawkins, Tom Paskach, and Jeff Westerfield 

Membership: Ken Kult   Workshops: Larry Putnam   Library: Barb Steiner 

Tool Managers: Ken Armsbury   History:  Sandy Floral   Hospitality: Sandy Floral 
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Rift sawn Flat Sawn 

My friend Rich Mahacek hosted a wonderful how to on making a christmas ornamment. The class was full and 

 enjoyed by everyone who participated . Thanks to Rich for teaching. Rich donated the class fee to the Church. 

Happy NEW YEAR!!!!! 

I want to personally wish all of you a Wonderful and Prosperous NEW YEAR 

 

Club Calendar 
 

  

January 2015 

January 3, 2015 – MAWA Club Meeting 

 

January 17, 2015 – MAWA Club Meeting 

 

We are still looking for people willing to teach a Saturday class, please step up and teach a Saturday class for us. 



New Club Mailing Address & Snowbirds 

P.O. Box 540314, Omaha, NE 68114 

If  you have a winter address, please be sure to let us know so we can mail you the February 

newsletter to your current address. 

midamericawoodcarvers@midamericawoodcarvers.com 

PJ Driscoll’s  lineup of Santa’s 

PJ Driscoll’s big Jolly Santa, I get partial credit since I sup-

plied the wood………. This started out as an 8 X 8 X16 block 

of basswood it is really an impressive carving. 

Dean Paulsen’s Santa offerings, Great Job Dean 

Show and Share 
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Drying Crack 

The 2015 Gretna Woodcarvers Retreat 

http://gretnawoodcarversretreat.com/ 

February 5, 6, 7 , 8 2015 

Eastern Nebraska 4-H Center 

21520 W. Highway 31 Gretna NE 68028 

For more info Contact 

John Robbins  
Phone: 308.236.3307 
Email: jrobb3@hotmail.com     

Mary Robbins at: 
Phone: 308.627.4435 
Email: merobbins1942@yahoo.com 

As a side note I look forward to this every year. It is a great time and I really enjoy see-

ing old friends and making new ones every year. It also often times reminds me that 

spring is right around the corner and soon the cold will be gone and warmer weather 

will be upon us. It is a nice break from the doldrums of winter, and has always been a 

great time of good instruction, wonderful food and great fellowship. If you haven’t been 

you really deserve to give it a try. If you have been there before I will no doubt see you 

back there again because you know what a great time it is.  George 

 



Well I have been busy carving Santa’s but that has all been done, the chips picked up, and the painting supplies put 

away. I probably went overboard as usual, but my buddy PJ says to get better you have to keep at it. So I have tried to 

keep at it not sure if I got better but I did for sure get quicker. These guys will soon join the Santa’s from 2013 in there 

only special place, which currently is a box in the basement. UGH I mean what the heck are you supposed to do with 

all these things. Sell them ideally, I think every carver I know has the same issue. So I will keep carving cause that’s 

what I like to do. These guys will find a home at some point. Perhaps a barter system one carving  for a tank of gas, or 

a bag of groceries, it could be the next big thing Barterbay…….. You heard it here first. 

 

A Parting Shot 

Well  its that time of year again, time to ring out the old year and ring in the new. I am 

not really a big New Years resolution type of guy. I always laugh at the gym I go to, it is 

super busy after New Years then people lose the resolution will and by end of February  

empty. So I guess I don’t make promises I can’t keep, even to myself. So I will start my year 

off with a wish that all of you have a safe and wonderful New Year in 2015. We all share 

a common bond the bond of woodcarving and all of the carvers I have met are great 

folks. My other big thing I want to do is try again this year to practice  doing random 

acts of kindness. It always makes me feel good to do it and hopefully makes a difference 

in someone else's life. The great thing is no matter how it is received by someone else I 

feel better and it makes me happy inside. In the end life really is a journey and how you 

treat the folks you meet along the way is part of that journey. So again have a wonderful 

and safe New Years celebration and I will  see some of you at Gretna in February. George 



The 2014 Doane Experience Sponsors!  

 My Chip Carving 
http://www.mychipcarving.com 

http://www.proxxontools.com  

http://www.thewoodcraftshop.com/  

http://www.foredom.net/  

http://www.treelineusa.com/ 

http://woodcarvingbiz.com/ 

http://www.mcstees.com/  

http://www.occtools.com 

http://www.roughouts.com/  

                      MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
    MID-AMERICA WOODCARVERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 P.O. BOX 540314, Omaha, NE 68114 

Complete this form and return with your payment to the address above.  

 
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:  _________________________________STATE: _______  ZIP CODE : _____________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER: (          )______________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Please include $20.00 Annual Membership Dues. 
Make checks payable to Mid-America Woodcarvers Association, Inc. or  MAWA. 
If you would like a membership card send a self-addressed stamped envelope with your application. 

http://www.proxxontools.com
http://www.thewoodcraftshop.com/
http://www.foredom.net/
http://www.treelineusa.com/
http://woodcarvingbiz.com/
http://www.mcstees.com/
http://www.occtools.com
http://www.roughouts.com/


 

PJ Driscoll taught a class on Mondays and we did a little Santa on a 

base. We had a full class and as always PJ kept everyone on task and 

everyone came out with a great carving. PJ is a good friend and I al-

ways enjoy carving with him. The group is many of the same faces that 

have carved with Marty Dolphens for years and years. I think we have 

changed locations over the years several times and some of the faces 

have changed but at its core it is still many of the same guys. It is a 

great group of guys and we have a great time and enjoy the time spent 

together. This was one of the ones I did in class I thought he turned out 

pretty good. I will say that if you carve with this group you need to 

have a sense of humor as they will from time to time hammer on a 

poor guy trying to sell good wood at a reasonable rate to the masses. 

Don’t ask me how I know that……. 

Santa Class by PJ Driscoll 

Well since I still have some prizes to give away (to be honest I have to figure out where I stashed them) I 
will attempt to retry the big SUPER PRIZE GIVEAWAY……. Based on previous results which have been less 
then stellar. I wanted to try something a little different. So to be fair to all members both electronic and 
mail readers I shall change the rules. Since I only write the newsletter and am not in charge of sending it I 
will say the first email I receive after the 12th of January gets the prize. So to what mind bending chal-
lenge shall you be subjected to…….. Well I don’t just want to give them away as they are nice OCC tools and 
you should have to do something to earn them. Then again I don’t want it to be too hard to discourage par-
ticipation…… OK I have it The first person to give me the correct answer after midnight on the 12th of Jan-
uary wins a OCC tool 

What number lies between 19 and 21 

woody4858@yahoo.com 
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The Woodcraft Shop 

The only name you need to know for all your  

woodcarving supply needs 

2724 State Street 

Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 

1-800-397-2278 

www.thewoodcraftshop.com 

Moore Roughouts 

For the Professional, amateur,  

and everyone in between 

P.O. Box 193   Kindred, ND 58051-9557 

Ph: 1-800-8BLANKS 

www.roughouts.com 

LoessHills Sawmill 

Custom Sawmilling Lumber Sales 

 Custom Furniture 

Northern Basswood and Butternut 

Walnut, Cherry, Red and White Oak Lumber 

Ph: 712-310-4154 

www.loesshillssawmill.com 

Email: loesshillssawmill@hotmail.com 

Woodcarvings by Klingers 

Specializing in Fish Carvings 

Sales and Instruction 

Gary and Mary Ann Klinger 

(402) 453-2393 

www.woodcarvingsbyklingers.com 

Kreylings Creation 

For all your pyrography needs 

Complete line of Optima burners 

Cheryl Dow books Italian Poplar Plywood 

Ph: 314-954-4322 

Email :kreylings_creations@yahoo.com 

Midwest Woodworkers 

14605 Wright Street 

Omaha, NE 

Ph: 402-330-5444 

www.midwestwoodworkers.com 

Club members receive 10% discount on most 

Permit 1634 

  Permit 1634 


